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Article C5.1.2
The following has been quoted from the constitution of the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers, revised to October 1981:
C5.1.2:  The provisions of the Constitution, and Bylaws and Policies and
Procedures established by the Board of Governors of the Society shall
govern the procedure of all components of the society but no action or
obligation of such components shall be considered an action or obliga-
tion of the society as a whole.  The provision shall be imprinted on any
publication issued by such components.

Silver State Section Offered
Private Tour of Hoover Dam

ASME Winter Dinner Meeting
Nellis AFB Officers’ Club

Tuesday, December 8
Social at 6:30 PM.
Dinner at 7:00 PM.

Entrees:
Chicken Oscar with Hollandaise Sauce

or
Roast Rib of Choice Beef, Au Jus w/

Fresh Horseradish Sauce
$17 - Students $12

Please RSVP before December 3
by calling 295-4591 or 259-8143

or RSVP on-line at:
www.unlv.edu/ASME/SilverStateASME.html

For millions of years, as the Colo-
rado River followed its 1400-mile
course from Colorado’s Rocky

Mountains to the Gulf of California,
people, plants and animals have de-
pended on its waters for sustenance.

Swollen by the melting snow that pro-
vides most of its water, the river fre-
quently flooded low-lying lands along its
route in the spring and early summer,
destroying lives, crops, and property. In
late summer and early fall, it often dried
to a trickle, too low to divert. To protect

the low-lying lands from flooding, and
to assure a stable, year-round water sup-
ply, the river had to be harnessed.

Before the river could be harnessed, its
waters had to be equitably divided among
the seven states it serves. In 1922, a rep-
resentative from each state and the fed-
eral government met for this purpose.
The meetings resulted in the Colorado
River Compact. Signed in November
1922, the Compact divided the Colorado
River Basin into an upper and lower half,
and gave half of the river’s annual esti-

mated flow to each basin. Division of
each basin’s apportionment was left to
the states in that basin.

The Compact paved the way for the con-
struction of storage dams and delivery
facilities on the Colorado River, and, in
1928, Congress passed the Boulder Can-
yon Project Act, authorizing construc-
tion of Hoover Dam.

Hoover Dam was without precedent, the
greatest dam of its day; it is still a world-
renowned structure. Located in Black
Canyon between Nevada and Arizona,
the dam is a National Historic Landmark
and a National Historic Civil Engineer-
ing Landmark. In 1994, the American
Society of Civil Engineers named it one
of America’s Seven Modern Civil Engi-
neering Wonders.

Construction of Hoover Dam began in
1931, and the last concrete was poured

Hoover Dam was
without precedent,
the greatest dam of its
day; it is still a world-
renowned structure.

Visit our new, improved and updated
web site.  We�ve shortened the URL

to:
www.unlv.edu/ASME/
SilverStateASME.html

(Yeah, we know it�s still long, but we�re
trying)

Hoover Dam Tour
November 7, 1998

Charles Wiley will host the tour on Satur-
day, November 7. The tour will feature ar-
eas normally not shown on public tours.
Meet at  9:00 AM at the "Winged-Men" stat-
ues.

Please RSVP by calling Mike Plinski (295-4669)
before  November 6, 1998.
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in 1935 - 2 years ahead of schedule.
(President Franklin D. Roosevelt dedi-
cated the dam on September 30, 1935.)
The powerplant wings were completed
in 1936, and the first generator began
operation in October of that year. The
17th and final generator went into com-
mercial operation in 1961. Hoover
Dam’s reservoir, Lake Mead, is
America’s largest man-made reservoir.
Named for Reclamation Commissioner
Dr. Elwood Mead, it can store 28.5 mil-
lion acre-feet (9.2 trillion gallons!) of
water, or nearly 2 years of the river’s
average annual flow. (An acre-foot of
water would cover a football field to a
depth of one foot.)

Hoover Dam is named for Herbert
Hoover, the 31st President of the United
States. (It has also been called Boulder
Dam; the name Hoover Dam was per-

manently restored by Congress in 1947.)
President Hoover strongly supported
construction of a high concrete dam on
the Colorado River to control its flows,
provide irrigation water to nearby farm
lands, and provide a dependable supply
of water for southern California commu-

nities. He advocated that the Boulder
Canyon Project be self-supporting, fi-
nanced entirely through the sale of hy-
droelectric power generated at the dam,
which it is today.
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (www.lc.usbr.gov/~pao/
hoover.html)

Why are these members smiling?  Reserve a seat for the
December 8th Winter Dinner Meeting and you�ll be smil-
ing also!


