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Article C5.1.2
The following has been quoted from the constitution of the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers, revised to October 1981:
C5.1.2:  The provisions of the Constitution, and Bylaws and Policies and
Procedures established by the Board of Governors of the Society shall
govern the procedure of all components of the society but no action or
obligation of such components shall be considered an action or obliga-
tion of the society as a whole.  The provision shall be imprinted on any
publication issued by such components.

Deputy General Manager, Engineering/Operations, Las Vegas Valley
Water District to Speak at Winter Dinner Meeting

ASME Winter Dinner Meeting
DAVID A. DONNELLY, P. E.

Meeting the Future Water Needs of the
Las Vegas Valley

Nellis AFB Officers’ Club
Tuesday, December 8
Social at 6:30 PM.
Dinner at 7:00 PM.

Entrees:
Chicken Oscar with Hollandaise Sauce

or
Roast Rib of Choice Beef, Au Jus w/

Fresh Horseradish Sauce
$17 - Students $12

Please RSVP before December 3
by calling 295-4591 or 259-8143

or RSVP on-line at:
www.unlv.edu/ASME/SilverStateASME.html

The Las Vegas valley continues to
be the fastest growing metropoli
tan area in the United States, with

the southwest being the fastest growing
region.  Consequently, meeting the wa-
ter needs of the valley’s growth is caus-
ing new challenges for local water man-
agers.  People are also more concerned
today about the quality of their water and
the effects of urbanization on the envi-
ronment than ever before.  Mr. Donnelly
will provide a big picture overview of
how water needs will be met in the fu-
ture, the status of the Water Authority’s
regional water system improvements
project, and current activities concern-
ing water quality and environmental is-
sues.

David Donnelly is Deputy General
Manager, Engineering/Operations

for both the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict and Southern Nevada Water Author-
ity. He also serves as Chief Engineer for
these two agencies.
David joined the Water District in 1981
and has held positions as Civil Engineer,
Planning Manager and Director of Re-
sources prior to being promoted to his
current position of Deputy General Man-
ager in 1990.
Prior to employment with the Water Dis-
trict, David was Director of Water and
Wastewater Operations for a utility in
southwest Virginia.
David holds a degree in Civil Engineer-
ing from Virginia Tech, and is a regis-

tered professional engineer and a regis-
tered water right surveyor in the State of
Nevada.

People are also more concerned
today about the quality of their
water and the effects of urbaniza-
tion...

A Brief History of Water in the
Las Vegas Valley

The Las Vegas Valley is in the west
central part of Clark County in

Southern Nevada.  Mountain ranges to
the west and north are large and are the
source of the natural water supply (natu-
ral recharge) for the valley.  The south-
ern and eastern boundary of the valley
are defined by low elevation mountain
ranges.  Las Vegas owes its existence to
three large (artesian) springs in the
middle of the Valley that created a wet-
land of mesquite trees, willows, grease-
wood, and saltgrass.  The site of these
large springs are today known as, alter-
natively, the Las Vegas Valley Water
District’s (District) North Well Field, Big
Springs Archeological Site, Mohave
Desert Preserve, and Las Vegas Springs.
The presence of large springs at Las Ve-
gas, in very arid terrain, made it an im-
portant stop for travelers. Las Vegas
means the meadows in Spanish.  Both
Las Vegas, Nevada and Las Vegas, New
Mexico were named by explorers along
the old Spanish Trail in the early 1800’s.
At the beginning of this century, Las Ve-
gas was designated as a hub for the San
Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake City
Railroad (a predecessor of the Union
Pacific Railroad).  On May 2, 1905 the
railroad formed the Las Vegas Land and
Water Company (LVL&W) to sell land
and provide water for residents of the city
of Las Vegas.
In 1922, the Colorado River Compact
determined the amount of Colorado River

water available to the eight states along
the river, and created an upper basin and
lower basin management area.   Because
Las Vegas and other communities in
southern Nevada were not primarily ag-
ricultural, Nevada’s portion of Colorado
River water is about 2 (two) percent of
the total flow.
Design began in 1960 on the two-stage
Southern Nevada Water System (SNWS)
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Why are these members smiling?  Reserve a seat for the Decem-
ber 8th Winter Dinner Meeting and you�ll be smiling also!
From left to right:  UNLV Professors Darrell Pepper, Brendan O’Toole and Bill Thompson at last year’s
Winter Dinner Meeting.

SALES ENGINEER
SALARY + COMMISSION 6 FIGURE INCOME

POTENTIAL
Here’s an exciting opportunity for a sales engi-

neer with a proven track record in commercial
HVAC or energy-related sales.  Degree in me-
chanical engineering prefered.  Requires
experience in cost analysis, proposals from lap
top computer. Company offers unlimited
growth potential, great benefits, 401K. Con-
tact Sue Daum, Sales Staffing Specialist,
Phone: 702-2573835, Fax: 702-257-3859. 2685
S. Rainbow #109 Las Vegas, NV 89146

to treat and transmit Colorado River
water to Las Vegas.  First stage con-
struction of this regional project began
in 1968 and was completed in 1971.
First stage capacity was 200 million
gallons per day. In 1977, construction
of the second stage began.  Construc-
tion of the second stage was complete
in April 1982 increasing capacity to 400
million gallons per day.
Today the District delivers water to
about 800,000 people in the city of Las
Vegas, unincorporated areas of Clark
County, Jean, Searchlight, Blue Dia-
mond, and Mt. Charleston.
The District’s current available supply
of water is projected to meet commu-
nity needs until about 2010 after which
additional sources of water will need to
be secured.  The District is actively
seeking new sources of water as well
as promoting conservation of this valu-
able resource.

For more information, contact the Las
Vegas Valley District at
info@lvvwd.com


